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To serve, to protect, to educate 

 

Celebrating 120 years of service to the profession: 1900-2020 

 

22 November 2020 
 
H.E. Dr George Vella MD. 
President of Malta 
The Palace 
Valletta 
 
 
Your Excellency 
 
 
The Kamra is writing to you, Your Excellency, to respectfully ask you to intervene at this late 
stage, in the debate on the Equality Bill 96, on behalf of the Pharmacy Profession and its 
members who have and continue to serve the public with resilience during these extraordinary 
Covid-19 times, legally, professionally and not least ethically. 
 
As Your Excellency is aware, the debate of the Equality Bill is in its final stages, being on the 
table of the Parliamentary Committee for the Adjudication of Bills that was adjourned to 
Tuesday 24 November 2020. 
 
The Kamra is gravely concerned and has expressed its position to the Minister for Justice, 
Equality and Good Governance, and indeed all of the House of Representatives, and the 
Parliamentary Committee at the sittings of 6 October   and 18 November, that Equality Bill 96, 
the objective of which is to provide, justly so, a legal framework that ensures that "nobody is 
treated less favourably in any sphere of life", and will be a legal instrument to 
"prevent  discrimination", is a contradiction in terms in that it discriminates specifically against 
the wide community of pharmacists and doctors, by negating the right to freedom of thought and 
conscience in Clauses 6, 7 and 8. 
 
The Bill as drafted and amended to date, undermines the Oath (“to take decisions bases on 
science and conscience, xjenza u kuxjenza) and the Code of Ethics that guide pharmacists and 
harbours a conscientious objection clause. 
 
In their practice, pharmacists, as other health care professionals, take decisions based on science, 
ethical values inherent to the profession and conscience. Pharmacists and other health-care 
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professionals should be given the scope to be true to their convictions.  Provided that clients or 
patients are informed of any conscientious objection in a timely manner and also provided that 
the State shall make provisions to ensure access to lawful health services and to protect clients’ 
rights. 

The Kamra asks that its amendments as proposed, and supported by the Pharmacy Council, are 
seriously considered and that clauses 6, 7 and 8 of Bill 96 are amended to reflect the Kamra’s 
submissions and provide unequivocally conscientious objection, in the interest of professional 
freedom of the members of the pharmacy profession. 

Furthermore, and in support of the above the Kamra brings to Your Excellency’s attention that 
Bill 96 as drafted and amended impacts the rights of freedom of thought and conscience which is 
guaranteed by the Constitution of Malta (Article 40 [1]) and recognized by the United Nations 
Charter Of Human Rights (Article 1). 
 
Moreover, there are several Charters and Conventions of the EU and Council of Europe which 
uphold these principles. These include the Charter of Fundamental Human Rights of the EU 
(CFHR, Article 10) and the European Convention on Human Rights (Article 9).  
  
Violating one's conscience also means non compliance with Article 21 of the CFHR which 
prohibits any form of discrimination, which is the very basis of the present proposed legislation 
(Bill 96) and with the scope of guaranteed rights as provided for in Article 52 of the CFHR. 
 
Moreover and significantly, the PACE RESOLUTION 1763(2010) of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe recommends that Member States, including Malta should 
legislate to guarantee conscientious objection. 
 
Europe gives due importance to the right to conscientious objection, and leaves it up to member 
states to regulate it. This right should be integrated into our legal system, including the 
present proposed legislation (Bill 96), in accordance to Article 10(2) CFHR. 
  
 Bill 96 should unequivocally affirm this right in a form of a legally permitted exemption from 
certain obligation which go against the conscience of pharmacist.  
  
The Kamra thus reiterates that, under Article 6 (Exceptions)- there should be an exception for 
pharmacists.  
  
Inclusion of this exemption is in line with one of the freedoms of a pluralistic society and a 
democratic state. 
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At the Parliamentary Committee meetings it is repeatedly stated by the Chair that the discussions 
was being held in the “Home of Democracy” and that Government listens.  
 
In the final analysis, Government legislates.  
 
Government is expected to act in the true spirit of the discussion of this Bill, lest the Bill 
conceived to eradicate discrimination, morphs into an instrument of discrimination and 
inequality.  
 
The Kamra and pharmacists it represents look up to You, Your excellency, as a guarantor of the 
above. 
 
Yours respectfully 
 

 
Mary Ann Sant Fournier 
BPharm, MPhil, FCPA 
President,   
Kamra Tal-Ispizjara Ta’Malta 
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