
 
 
 

23rd February 2021 
 
Attention: Hon. Minister Anton Refalo 
 
Recommendation from Animal Welfare Commissioner : 
To give the court a wider possibility to ban people guilty of animal cruelty from owning dogs 
and other animals 
 
 
 
Current situation: 
S.L 437.101 (Legal Notice 199 of 2011) – (5)(9) specifies that “Any person convicted of 
cruelty to animals shall be forbidden from owning a dog or applying for a further dog 
license for such period as may decided by the court.” 
 
This was a great addition to the law, but since it was written specifically under S.L. 
437.101 which deals with Electronic Identification of Dogs Regulations, it can only be 
applied by the courts if the charges includes a breach of this particular S.L.   
 
The problem: 
In practice therefore, if a perpetrator is found guilty of animal cruelty but not of 
breaching S.L. 437.01 (by not microchipping their dog), the courts cannot apply this ban 
regardless of how hideous their crime against animals is. 
 
In her sentencing document dated 22nd February 2021, in the case against Kevin Spiteri 
(who in a rage threw his dog down two storeys and killed it), Magistrate Dr. Donatella M. 
Frendo Dimech highlighted this anomaly in the law and explained how it stopped her 
from imposing a well-deserved ban on Mr. Spiteri from ever owning any animals.  
 

 



 
 
 

 
Commissioner’s recommendation: 
My recommendation is that the law is changed in a way that gives the court a wider 
opportunity to impose this ban wherever cruelty, abuse or neglect of animals is involved, 
and not only a ban on the ownership of dogs but on the ownership of all animals.  
 
It is also recommended that when such a ban is imposed on anyone, no one in their 
household would be allowed to own animals either. 
 
According to sought legal advice this can be achieved by including a well written clause 
in the main Animal Welfare Act CAP 439. 
 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 

 
Alison Bezzina 
Commissioner for Animal Welfare 
 
 
 
 


